
 

 

 
The Rt Hon. Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
Office of the Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA  

10th September 2020 

Dear Prime Minister, 
Action needed to prevent catastrophic job losses 

As you will be aware from previous letters, the UK’s airports have been effectively shutdown to 

commercial traffic since March. Despite the cautious lifting of lockdown during the summer months, 

passengers, and hence revenue, have not returned to any significant degree. This situation has been 

exacerbated and prolonged by the blunt policy instruments imposed on the sector by the 

Government. These tools include the blanket quarantine introduced in June, the poor execution of 

which has decimated consumer confidence in the industry’s critical summer period.  

In our letter on the 5th September, we asked you to urgently make a decision on a testing regime for 

the aviation industry. The Transport Secretary assured the House of Commons on Monday that the 

Government was investigating the prospect, but it seems no action will be taken before the end of the 

month. The industry engaged with the Department for Transport throughout the summer on the 

possible configurations and practical steps to introducing testing in aviation. From our perspective, all 

that is required now is a Government decision, based on the evidence gathered, the options available, 

and Minister’s appetite for an approach which mitigates risk. Further delay causes further unnecessary 

damage to our beleaguered sector.  

The AOA, our member airports and other organisations in the sector have repeatedly appealed to 

Government for sensible and reasonable financial support specific to the sector, in the wake of the 

worst crisis aviation has ever witnessed. We know Government is acting in the best interests of public 

health, but many of our proposed support measures have already been extended to sectors less 

impacted by the current crisis, including business rates relief for the retail sector.   

We urge you and your colleagues to take action now. If catastrophic job losses across the UK are to be 
avoided when the Job Retention Scheme ends in six weeks, we will need assistance from Government. 
Many European nations - including in Germany, France and Norway - have stood behind their national 
industries and supported their airports and airlines, for example by underwriting airport losses for a 
period. We call on the UK Government to provide the same level of support to UK airports until it is 
possible to reopen the sector and allow the industry to generate its own revenue once more. For 
Global Britain to be realised, we need to ensure that we do not fall behind our trading competitors on 
the continent; a severely damaged, indebted and struggling airports sector is not the infrastructure 
foundation for a major trading power. 

We hope you will recognise the urgency of this appeal and the dire situation facing our airports. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Karen Dee 
Chief Executive 

 
Baroness Ruby McGregor-Smith 
Chair 



Derek Provan, Chief Executive, AGS Airports 
Graham Keddie, Chief Executive, Belfast International Airport 
Nick Barton, Chief Executive, Birmingham Airport 
Dave Lees, Chief Executive, Bristol Airport 
Spencer Birns, Interim Chief Executive, Cardiff Airport 
John Holland-Kaye, Chief Executive, Heathrow Airport 
John Irving, Chief Executive, Liverpool Airport 
Robert Sinclair, Chief Executive, London City Airport  
Stewart Wingate, Chief Executive, London Gatwick Airport 
Alberto Martin, Chief Executive, London Luton Airport 
Charlie Cornish, Chief Executive, Manchester Airports Group (MAG) 
Nick Jones, Chief Executive, Newcastle Airport 
Andrew Bell, Chief Executive, Regional & City Airports 
 
CC: Rishi Sunak MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
CC: Grant Shapps MP, Secretary of State for Transport 


